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Obesity is a growing global health concern with significant implications for public health. While dietary and lifestyle factors play a 

prominent role in the development of obesity, medications can contribute to weight gain and obesity through various mechanisms. 

Recognizing the medications associated with weight gain and understanding the underlying mechanisms can help healthcare providers 

and patients take proactive steps to prevent and manage obesity. By considering alternative treatment options, implementing lifestyle 

modifications, and promoting patient education, healthcare professionals can play a vital role in addressing medication-induced weight 

gain and promoting overall health and well-being. 

This article aims to explore the link between medications and obesity by examining common medications that are associated with 

weight gain and discussing the mechanisms through which they contribute to weight gain. Additionally, the article highlights the 

importance of healthcare providers and patients being aware of these medication-related risks to make informed decisions about 

treatment options. 
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1. INTRODUCTION: 
Obesity has become a global health crisis, with its prevalence steadily increasing over the years. It is a multifaceted 

condition influenced by a range of factors, including genetics, lifestyle, and environmental elements. While poor dietary 

choices and sedentary behavior are commonly recognized as major contributors to obesity, the role of medications in 

weight gain and obesity is often underestimated [3] . 

Medications, intended to treat various health conditions and improve overall well-being, can sometimes lead to unintended 

side effects, including weight gain. This is particularly concerning considering the widespread use of medications in 

today's society. Understanding the relationship between medications and obesity is essential for healthcare professionals, 

patients, and policymakers to address this significant health issue effectively [1] . 

 

The purpose of this article is to explore the link between medications and obesity, shedding light on the medications 

commonly associated with weight gain and discussing the underlying mechanisms that contribute to this side effect. By 

examining the impact of medications on weight gain, healthcare providers can make informed decisions when prescribing 

treatments and patients can be aware of the potential risks and take proactive steps to manage their weight effectively . 

The article will delve into various classes of medications that have been identified as potential contributors to weight gain. 

These may include antidepressants, antipsychotics, corticosteroids, antidiabetic drugs, hormonal contraceptives, and 

others. For each medication class, the mechanisms through which they influence weight gain will be discussed, 

encompassing factors such as increased appetite, metabolic changes, hormonal imbalances, and alterations in fat storage 

and distribution . 

 

Recognizing the impact of medications on weight gain is crucial for healthcare providers in optimizing patient care. It 

allows for a comprehensive evaluation of treatment options, taking into account both the intended therapeutic effects and 

the potential side effects related to weight gain. By considering alternative medications or adjusting dosage when possible, 

healthcare professionals can minimize the risk of medication-induced weight gain and its subsequent impact on patient 

health [2] . 

 

For patients, understanding the relationship between medications and weight gain empowers them to have informed 

discussions with their healthcare providers [17]. By actively participating in the decision-making process, patients can 
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weigh the potential benefits and risks of medication therapies, considering their individual health goals and lifestyle 

factors. 

Ultimately, this article aims to raise awareness about the impact of medications on weight gain and obesity. By providing 

insights into the medications commonly associated with weight gain and the underlying mechanisms involved, it 

highlights the importance of a comprehensive approach to managing obesity that includes considerations of both 

medication therapy and lifestyle modifications. Through increased awareness, healthcare providers and patients can work 

collaboratively to minimize the risk of medication-induced weight gain and optimize overall health outcomes. 

 

2. METHOD: 
To conduct a comprehensive review of medications and their association with obesity, the following methods were 

employed : 

- Literature Search: A systematic search was performed using electronic databases such as PubMed, Google Scholar, and 

academic journals. Relevant keywords, including "medications," "pharmaceutical drugs," "obesity," "weight gain," and 

"causes," were used to identify relevant studies. 

- Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria: Studies published in the last 10 years were considered for inclusion in this review. 

Only studies written in English and focused on the association between medications and obesity were included. Animal 

studies, case reports, and studies with a small sample size were excluded ex: [4][5][10][15][17] . 

- Study Selection: Titles and abstracts of the retrieved articles were screened to identify potentially relevant studies. Full-

text articles from the selected studies were then retrieved for further evaluation . 

- Data Extraction: Key information from the selected studies was extracted, including study design, sample size, 

participant characteristics, types of medications examined, and outcomes related to weight gain or obesity . 

- Data Synthesis: The extracted data were synthesized to identify common themes, patterns, and trends across the studies. 

Similarities and differences in the findings were analyzed and discussed. 

- Analysis and Interpretation: The findings from the included studies were analyzed and interpreted to provide a 

comprehensive overview of the association between medications and obesity. The mechanisms underlying medication-

induced weight gain were explored, and potential confounding factors or limitations of the studies were considered . 

- Reporting: The results of the literature review were organized and presented in a clear and logical manner. Relevant 

findings, including the classes of medications associated with weight gain and the possible mechanisms involved, were 

summarized and discussed. 

 

By employing a systematic approach to the literature review, including a comprehensive search strategy, rigorous study 

selection criteria, data extraction and synthesis, quality assessment, and thoughtful analysis, this review provides an 

overview of the current understanding of medications and their potential role in obesity development. The methods used 

ensure the reliability and validity of the findings, providing valuable insights into the association between medications 

and causes of obesity. 

 

3. MEDICATIONS ASSOCIATED WITH WEIGHT GAIN: 
Obesity is a complex condition influenced by various factors, including genetics, lifestyle, and medications. Certain 

medications have been found to contribute to weight gain, which can exacerbate the risk of obesity [1]. It is important for 

healthcare providers and patients to be aware of these medications and their potential side effects in order to make 

informed decisions and develop appropriate management strategies. In this section, we will explore some common 

medication classes associated with weight gain : 

- Antidepressants:Certain antidepressant medications, such as selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors (SSRIs), tricyclic 

antidepressants (TCAs), and monoamine oxidase inhibitors (MAOIs), have been linked to weight gain. These medications 

can affect appetite regulation, leading to increased food intake and weight gain in some individuals [19] . 

- Antipsychotics:Antipsychotic medications, used to treat psychiatric conditions like schizophrenia and bipolar disorder, 

are known to cause significant weight gain. Second-generation antipsychotics, including clozapine, olanzapine, and 

quetiapine, are particularly associated with increased appetite and metabolic changes, leading to weight gain [19] . 

- Corticosteroids :Corticosteroids, commonly prescribed for inflammatory conditions such as asthma, rheumatoid 

arthritis, and autoimmune disorders, can cause weight gain. They affect metabolism, promote fluid retention, and increase 

appetite, resulting in weight gain, particularly around the abdomen [20] . 

- Antidiabetic Medications :Some antidiabetic medications, such as insulin, sulfonylureas, and thiazolidinediones, 

may contribute to weight gain in individuals with diabetes [19]. These medications can increase insulin levels or enhance 

insulin sensitivity, leading to increased fat storage and weight gain . 

- Hormonal Contraceptives :Certain hormonal contraceptives, including birth control pills and hormonal injections, 

have been associated with weight gain in some individuals. The specific mechanisms are not fully understood, but 

hormonal changes and increased fluid retention are believed to play a role.[6] 

It is important to note that not everyone who takes these medications will experience weight gain, and the extent of weight 

gain can vary among individuals. Additionally, the mechanisms through which these medications contribute to weight 

gain are not fully understood and may involve factors such as increased appetite, metabolic changes, and hormonal 

imbalances. 

Healthcare providers should consider the potential weight-related side effects when prescribing these medications. They 

should discuss the risks and benefits with patients and explore alternative options when appropriate. Patients, in turn, 



 Journal of Pharmaceutical Negative Results ¦ Volume 13 ¦ Issue 4 ¦ 2022 2148  

should communicate their concerns about weight gain with their healthcare providers and engage in proactive discussions 

regarding medication choices and strategies to minimize weight-related effects. 

However, certain medications can contribute to weight gain, which may increase the risk of obesity. Healthcare providers 

and patients should be aware of the medications associated with weight gain and take proactive steps to minimize its 

impact. This may involve close monitoring, lifestyle modifications, and considering alternative medications when suitable. 

A comprehensive approach that integrates medication management and lifestyle interventions is key to addressing 

medication-induced weight gain and promoting overall health. 

 

4. MECHANISMS OF MEDICATION-INDUCED WEIGHT GAIN 
Medication-induced weight gain is a complex phenomenon influenced by various mechanisms. Understanding these 

mechanisms is crucial in comprehending the relationship between medications and obesity. The following are some of 

the key mechanisms through which certain medications contribute to weight gain : 

• Increased Appetite  :Some medications can stimulate appetite or disrupt the signals of satiety and fullness in the brain, 

leading to increased food intake [16]. This can result in caloric excess and subsequent weight gain. Medications such as 

certain antidepressants and antipsychotics have been found to affect appetite-regulating neurotransmitters, including 

serotonin and dopamine, thus promoting overeating . 

• Metabolic Changes: Certain medications can alter metabolism, leading to changes in energy expenditure and fat 

storage. For example, antipsychotic medications can disrupt metabolic pathways, such as glucose and lipid metabolism, 

resulting in increased fat accumulation. Corticosteroids can also lead to metabolic changes, including insulin resistance 

and increased fat deposition [6]. 

• Hormonal Imbalances: Some medications can affect hormonal balance, leading to weight gain. Hormonal 

contraceptives, for instance, can influence hormone levels, such as estrogen and progesterone, which may impact appetite 

regulation and fat metabolism [7]. Additionally, antidiabetic medications like insulin and sulfonylureas can promote 

weight gain through their impact on insulin levels and signaling . 

• Fluid Retention: Certain medications can cause fluid retention, resulting in temporary weight gain. Corticosteroids, 

for example, can cause fluid retention due to their mineralocorticoid effects [13]. This can lead to bloating and weight 

gain, particularly in the face, neck, and abdomen . 

Some medications can affect the way the body stores and distributes fat. They may increase the deposition of fat in specific 

areas, such as the abdomen or visceral region. This can contribute to weight gain and the development of central obesity, 

which is associated with increased health risks. 

 

Doctors should consider these mechanisms when prescribing medications, especially in individuals who are already at 

risk of obesity or have a history of weight gain. Patient education regarding potential medication-related weight gain is 

crucial, enabling individuals to make informed decisions and adopt strategies to mitigate its effects . 

Medication-induced weight gain can occur through various mechanisms, including increased appetite, metabolic changes, 

hormonal imbalances, fluid retention, and alterations in fat storage. Healthcare providers and patients should be aware of 

these mechanisms to better understand the relationship between medications and obesity and to develop strategies for 

prevention and management. 

 

5. IMPLICATIONS FOR HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS AND PATIENTS 
The association between medications and weight gain or obesity has significant implications for both healthcare providers 

and patients. Understanding these implications is crucial for effective healthcare delivery and patient management. The 

following are key implications for healthcare providers and patients : 

 

Informed Decision Making: Healthcare providers need to be aware of the medications that have been associated with 

weight gain or obesity as a potential side effect. This knowledge enables them to make informed decisions when 

prescribing medications, considering the potential risks and benefits for each patient [8]. It is essential to weigh the 

therapeutic benefits of the medication against the potential impact on weight . 

 

Patient Monitoring: Healthcare providers should closely monitor patients who are taking medications associated with 

weight gain or obesity. Regular monitoring of weight and body mass index (BMI) can help identify any changes and 

enable timely intervention if necessary [11]. This monitoring is especially important for patients at higher risk, such as 

those with existing obesity or metabolic conditions. 

 

Lifestyle Counseling: Healthcare providers play a crucial role in providing lifestyle counseling to patients who are 

prescribed medications known to cause weight gain. Patients should receive guidance on adopting a healthy lifestyle, 

including a balanced diet, regular physical activity, and strategies to manage weight [14]. Counseling can help patients 

minimize the impact of medication-induced weight gain and promote overall health and well-being . 

 

Shared Decision Making: Open and transparent communication between healthcare providers and patients is vital. 

Patients should be actively involved in the decision-making process, understanding the potential risks and benefits of 

medications and their potential impact on weight [12]. Shared decision-making allows patients to make informed choices 

that align with their individual goals and preferences. 
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Patient Education: It is crucial to provide patients with comprehensive education about the potential side effects of 

medications, including weight gain or obesity [21]. Patients should be informed about the specific medications involved, 

the potential mechanisms leading to weight gain, and the importance of regular monitoring and lifestyle modifications. 

Educating patients empowers them to actively participate in their own healthcare management . 

Collaboration and Referral: Healthcare providers may need to collaborate with other healthcare professionals, such 

as dietitians, exercise specialists, or mental health professionals, to provide comprehensive care for patients experiencing 

medication-induced weight gain [18]. Referral to specialists or multidisciplinary clinics can ensure that patients receive 

the necessary support and interventions to manage their weight effectively . 

 

Research and Development: Continued research is essential to better understand the mechanisms by which 

medications contribute to weight gain or obesity [9]. This knowledge can guide the development of new medications with 

reduced metabolic side effects or strategies to minimize the impact of existing medications on weight. Healthcare 

providers should stay updated on the latest research and incorporate evidence-based practices into their patient care . 

By considering these implications, healthcare providers can optimize patient care and minimize the impact of medications 

on weight gain or obesity. Patients, on the other hand, can be better informed and actively engaged in managing their 

health, making lifestyle modifications, and seeking appropriate support when needed. 

 

6. DISCUSSION  
The association between medications and weight gain is a complex issue that requires careful consideration. While many 

individuals may not experience significant weight gain with certain medications, others may be more susceptible due to 

genetic factors, pre-existing conditions, or lifestyle factors. It is important for healthcare providers to be aware of the 

potential weight-related side effects of medications and consider alternative treatment options when appropriate. Regular 

monitoring of weight and metabolic parameters can help identify early signs of weight gain and guide interventions to 

mitigate its impact. 

 

However, medications from different classes, such as antidepressants, antipsychotics, corticosteroids, and antiepileptic 

drugs, have been identified as potential contributors to weight gain. The mechanisms through which these medications 

affect weight can vary, including alterations in appetite regulation, metabolism, and hormonal balance. It is important for 

healthcare providers to be aware of these potential side effects and consider them in the context of patient care . 

Medication-induced weight gain can have significant implications for patients’ health, increasing the risk of chronic 

diseases and negatively impacting their well-being and quality of life. It is crucial for healthcare providers to address this 

issue proactively and develop individualized treatment plans that consider the overall health and treatment goals of each 

patient. 

 

Moreover, strategies to mitigate medication-induced weight gain include lifestyle modifications, medication adjustments, 

combination therapies, and behavioral interventions. Encouraging patients to adopt healthy eating habits, engage in 

regular physical activity, and participate in behavioral counseling can help manage weight gain. Healthcare providers 

should also consider adjusting medication dosage or exploring alternative medications with a lower likelihood of causing 

weight gain. 

 

Collaboration among healthcare professionals is essential in addressing medication-induced weight gain effectively. 

Physicians, pharmacists, dietitians, and mental health professionals should work together to develop comprehensive 

treatment plans and provide patient education and support. Regular monitoring of weight, body mass index, and other 

relevant health indicators is crucial to detect weight gain early and make necessary adjustments to treatment plans. 

Finally, Medications can contribute to weight gain through various mechanisms, and the resulting obesity can have 

significant implications for patients' health and quality of life. Healthcare providers should be proactive in addressing 

medication-induced weight gain by implementing individualized strategies and promoting patient education and support. 

By taking a comprehensive and multidisciplinary approach, healthcare professionals can mitigate the impact of 

medication-induced obesity and improve patients' overall health outcomes. 

 

7. CONCLUSION  
Obesity is a complex and multifaceted condition that can be influenced by various factors, including medications. This 

report has explored the relationship between medications and obesity, highlighting the causes, mechanisms, and 

implications of medication-induced weight gain. It has also discussed strategies and interventions to address this issue 

and mitigate its impact on patients' health. 

By employing a systematic approach to the literature review, including a comprehensive search strategy, rigorous study 

selection criteria, data extraction and synthesis, quality assessment, and thoughtful analysis, this review provides an 

overview of the current understanding of medications and their potential role in obesity development. The methods used 

ensure the reliability and validity of the findings, providing valuable insights into the association between medications 

and causes of obesity. 
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In conclusion, medication-induced weight gain is a significant concern that requires attention from healthcare providers. 

By being aware of the medications associated with weight gain, understanding the underlying mechanisms, and 

implementing strategies to mitigate weight gain, healthcare providers can optimize patient care and improve health 

outcomes. It is crucial to take an individualized approach, collaborate with other professionals, and provide ongoing 

support and education to patients. By addressing medication-induced weight gain effectively, healthcare providers can 

contribute to better overall health and well-being for their patients. 
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